Second Mantra

All this is but Brahman1,
This atman is Brahman2,
And this Atman
Is of four quarters3.

1.  All this is but Brahman - - All this around, which
perceivable is Brahman only.   Brahman is a class
vedantic term to signify Reality.

2.  This atman is Brahman " - The guru, sitting as it we:

before the disciple, is pointing to himself and saying "Th
atman" is Brahman. By "this atman' he refers to, for tl
time being, to his individual self.

3.  And this Atman is of four quarters - - It follows from tl
above two statements that the Atman, which is Brahmc
(and therefore spelt here with capital A) is of four qua
ters.

A new term. Brahman, is being introduced in this mantr
(This is quite different from Brahmaa, one of the Hinc
Trinity). The magnum opus of Hindu philosophy, the Brahm
sootras, is devoted to the exposition of Brahman, the unive
sal, invariant Principle. Brahman, the ultimate Reality, is al
denominated as KeudLa (the Absolute), parama (the Suprem
the Atman (the SELF), and so on. The word atman m^Sanskr
stands among others, for the individual self as well. For t
purpose of clarity in these discussions, the word Aim.
(capital A) will be used for Reality.

The statement, "All this is but Brahman", it may be note
would follow as a corollary of the postulate of the first man1
- "Aum is all this." For ifAum, the sonant, is all-inclusive,
automatically includes Brahman, the invidividual self, a